
Recently our government tabled a balanced budget that
moves to restore fiscal balance in Canada, cuts taxes for
working families, reduces the national debt and invests
in key priorities like improving health care and
environmental protection.

Budget 2007 helps restore fiscal balance by
providing $39 billion in additional funding
over seven years, which will allow provinces
and territories to better provide services and
infrastructure that matter to
Canadians–everything from roads, bridges and
public transit, to better-equipped universities
and colleges, improving health care, clean
rivers, oceans and air, and job training that
helps Canadians compete with the best in the
world. 

You’ll see further tax relief for working families
with the Working Families Tax Plan, which
includes a new $2,000-per-child tax credit.
Budget 2007 also helps parents save for their
children's education by strengthening the
registered education savings plan program, and
supports seniors by raising the age limit for
registered pension plans and registered
retirement savings plans to 71 from 69 years. 

There are further debt reductions resulting in
savings for Canadians. After paying down $13.2
billion on Canada's national debt in September 2006,
we will further reduce the debt by $9.2 billion. Thanks
to the government's Tax Back Guarantee, the interest
savings on this year's debt repayment will be returned

to Canadians in the form of further tax cuts. 

Our government will be investing in Canadians by
providing $550 million per year for the Working
Income Tax Benefit and $140 million over two years to

establish a Registered Disability Savings Plan,
something which I strongly advocated for in my role on
the Finance committee. 

We are focused on preserving the environment with a

balanced action plan including rebates on fuel-efficient
vehicles and efficient alternative fuel vehicles, an
incentive to get older polluting cars off the road and a
Green Levy on fuel-inefficient vehicles and by providing

$1.5 billion to establish a Canada ecoTrust for
Clean Air and Climate Change. 

The budget provides for a National Water
Strategy, which is something that I have been
advocating for since the last election campaign. I
am happy to see that Hamilton Harbour has been
specifically targeted as an area that we need to
clean up.

Our government will continue to work at
improving health care by investing $400 million
for Canada Health Infoway to support the
development of electronic health records and up
to $612 million to support jurisdictions that have
made commitments to implement patient wait
time guarantees, and by providing the provinces
with $300 million for a vaccine to prevent cancer
of the cervix. 

Budget 2007 is historic: it restores fiscal balance,
implements major elements of Canada’s long-
term economic plan, Advantage Canada, and will

create greater opportunities for Burlingtonians and
all Canadians to fulfil their dreams of a good job, a
world-class education for their children, a home of

their own and a retirement they can count on.

If you have any questions about the budget you should
call my office at 905 639 5757 or visit www.budget.gc.ca
to learn more.
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UPFRONT

What this Budget
Means for Ontario and
Burlington Residents
Managing Canada’s $1.5 trillion economy  means
making choices and striking the right balance. In
Budget 2007, we have achieved this by balancing the
budget, cutting taxes for working families, investing in
priorities like health care, the environment,
infrastructure, and restoring fiscal balance by giving
provinces the resources they need to deliver the front-
line services that matter to Canadians.

For the Province of Ontario
• Restoring fiscal balance brings federal support

for Ontario to $12.8 billion in 07-08 including:

• $8.1 billion under the Canada Health Transfer

• $3.8 billion for Canada Social Transfer including

additional funding for post secondary education

and childcare

• $664 million for Infrastructure

• $205.4 million is available to the Ontario

Government through Patient Wait Times

Guarantee Trust

• $117.2 million is available to the Ontario

Government  to implement a human papilloma

virus immunization program to combat cervical

cancer

• $574 million will be paid to the Ontario

Government for outstanding commitments under

the Canada-Ontario Agreement in 2007-08

• $298.5 million in gas tax funding for

municipalities in Ontario

• $400 million for an access road to the new

Windsor-Detroit border crossing

• $963 million to fund transit projects in the

Greater Toronto Area

• $38 million in corporate income tax relief from

changes in capital cost allowances for buildings

• $383 million in additional corporate income tax

relief from the temporary two-year write-off for

manufacturing equipment over the next two

years

• Approximately $35.2 million in tax savings for

farmers, fishers and small business owners

through increased Lifetime Capital Gains Tax

Exemption to $750,000

• Ontario will receive $586 million from the

Canada ecoTrust for Clean Air and Climate

Change

• New $2000 Child Tax Credit will save parents

$597.5 million in Ontario

• Increase in basic spousal amount will provide an

estimated $109.6 million in tax relief to a

supporting spouse or single taxpayer supporting

a child or relative

• The Working Income Tax Benefit will benefit

workers of Ontario with $221 million in tax relief.

• Ontario farmers will receive approximately $240

million  under new initiatives in Budget 2007.

• Increasing the RRSP and Registered Pension

Plan maturation age will save Ontario taxpayers

$56 million.

• $27.5 million as part of the  National Water

Strategy to clean up the Great Lakes

• $6 million to help move the CANMET Material

Technology Laboratory to Hamilton
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The Senate of Canada is a component of the Parliament
of Canada, along with the Sovereign (represented by the
Governor General) and the House of Commons. The
Senate and the House of Commons sit in separate
chambers on Parliament Hill in Ottawa.

The Senate consists of 105 members appointed by the
Governor General on the advice of the Prime Minister.
Seats are assigned on a regional basis, with each region
receiving twenty-four seats. The regions are: Ontario,
Quebec, the Maritime provinces, and the Western
provinces. The seats for Newfoundland and Labrador,
the Northwest Territories, Yukon, and Nunavut are
assigned apart from these regional divisions. Senators
serve until they reach the age of seventy-five.

The Senate is referred to as the "upper house" of
Parliament, and the House of Commons is sometimes
referred to as the "lower house." This does not, however,
imply the Senate is more powerful than the House of
Commons, merely that its members and officers outrank
the members and officers of the House of Commons in the
order of precedence for the purposes of protocol. Indeed, as
a matter of practice and custom, the Commons is by far the
dominant chamber and is more intimately referred to as
"the other place." Although the approval of both Houses is

necessary for legislation, the Senate rarely rejects bills
passed by the directly elected Commons. Moreover, the
government is responsible solely to the House of Commons;
the Prime Minister and Cabinet stay in office only as long as
he or she retains the support of the lower house. The Senate
does not exercise any such control. Although legislation can
normally be introduced in either house, the majority of
government bills originate in the House of Commons.
Under the constitution, money bills must always originate
in the lower house.

The chamber in which the Senate sits is sometimes
called the red chamber, due to the red cloth that adorns
the chamber (and notably, the Throne); it is a contrast
to the green used in the House of Commons. This is
inherited from the British Houses of Parliament, where
the Lords chamber is a lavish room with red benches,
whereas the Commons chamber is a sparsely-decorated
room with green benches.

For more information on the Senate, drop by our
constituency office to pick up a free booklet.

Next Issue: Standing Committees of the

House of Commons.

How Government Works:  The Senate

As Chairman of the Canadian Parliamentary Steel Caucus
my role is to facilitate discussions and examine issues
facing the steel industry in Canada with our caucus. The
steel caucus, as you may know, is made up of Members
of Parliament from all parties and provinces from across
Canada. The members of the caucus tend to come from
ridings with an interest in steel, whether it is the
production or the employment.

I would like to take this opportunity to tell you about our
recent activities, specifically my role in leading a delegation
of Parliamentarians and Industry representatives on a 3 day
visit to Washington DC earlier this year.

As chair of the caucus I was accompanied by vice chairs
John Maloney, MP (Lib – Welland), David
Christopherson (NDP – Hamilton Centre) and executives
from some of Canada’s leading steel organizations
including Dofasco, IPSCO Inc. and the Canadian Steel
Producers Association.

The purpose of our trip was to reach out to the chair and
vice chair of the US Congressional Steel Caucus in a gesture
of friendship and to discuss common interests in ensuring a
strong and prosperous steel industry in North America. 

My colleagues and I met with US Steel Caucus vice chair
Rep. Phil English (R – PA) and chair Rep. Pete Visclosky
(D- IN) in separate meetings that were very productive. Our
discussions revolved around common challenges that our

industries face, collaborating on Canada-US opportunities
in Steel, cross border trade and climate change.

As Henry Wegiel from Dofasco pointed out to our
friends in the American steel industry, "We build things
together". For instance in the US auto industry, they
consider Canadian steel as if it were American steel and
they don’t distinguish between the two. I feel that we
need to recognize that as Canadians and Americans we
already work so closely together in this industry that our
respective caucuses need also to be working together on
some very important common interests and concerns. I
have invited both Mr. English and Mr. Visclosky to come
and visit us in Canada and participate in a meeting of
our Parliamentary Steel Caucus.

Our trip also included meetings at the prestigious
American Iron and Steel Institute and talks featuring
several prominent trade experts, academics and experts
in the field of industry and climate change. Our
delegation also had the privilege of visiting the
impressive Canadian Embassy in Washington and I had
a very fruitful meeting with our Ambassador, Hon.
Michael Wilson and the Minister and Deputy Head of the
Mission, Mr. Claude Carriere.

As your MP and in my capacity as chair of the Steel
Caucus, I will continue to work hard to protect and
advocate for our nations steel sector.

Steel Caucus

Mike with the Chair of the US Congressional
Steel Caucus, Rep. Pete Visclosky (D- IN) and
vice chair of the Canadian Caucus, David
Christopherson MP

Mike with daughters Lindsey and Ashley and his wife Caroline are pictured with the
Right Hon. Stephen Harper, Prime Minister of Canada.

Senate Reform 
Prime Minister Stephen Harper has promised to
hold elections to fill any vacancies in the Senate
during his term. Unlike most proposed Senate
reforms, Harper suggests he could fulfill this
promise without a constitutional amendment
simply by advising the Governor General to
appoint the persons elected to their Senate seats.
This promise began to be fulfilled when Harper
announced on April 18, 2007 that he will
recommend the appointment of Bert Brown, who
was elected in Alberta's senator in waiting election.

Harper has also promised further reforms,
including electing senators, and limits on how
long each senator may sit.To that effect, on May
30, 2006, the government introduced Bill S-4 in
the Senate, which would amend the Constitution
Act, 1867, to limit the term of a newly appointed
Senator to eight years. It also provides that
current Senators may serve out their term to age
75. While appearing before a senate committee,
Harper announced that in the fall of 2006, the
government would introduce a bill to allow
Canadians to elect senators. This bill was
announced on December 13, 2006.

Prime Minister Harper introduced a Bill (C-43) for
"the consultation of the electors... in relation to the
appointment of senators."  "Pending the pursuit of
a constitutional amendment... to provide for a
means of direct election" the elected candidates
will not automatically become senators; they will
be presented to the prime minister and he retains
the choice of whom to recommend be appointed
senator: it is the task of the Governor General to
"summon" senators (s. 24 Constitution Act, 1867).
According to the bill, these "consultations" should
be held together with federal or provincial
legislative elections (ss. 12-13). This should be
read together with bill S-4, amending s. 29
Constitution Act 1867: new senators are appointed
for eight years and not after their 75th birthday.
The electoral system chosen in the bill is province-
wide single transferable vote (STV) (ss.47(3) en 51-
55) The bill makes no changes in the distribution
of seats between the provinces.

Bill C-43 will make the Senate more democratic
and more accountable. For the first time, it will
let the Prime Minister give Canadians a say in
who represents them in the Upper House.



Over the last year and during our recent 2007 budget
there has been a lot of discussion and media coverage
regarding equalization and fiscal transfers with the
provinces. During the last election we recognized that
there was a need to review the fiscal balance in this
country to ensure that all provinces were treated
appropriately. We were the only political party talking
about this issue nationally and we made a comment in
our first budget to work with our provincial counterparts
to make improvements in the federal transfer system. It is
important that there are two programs operating and that
a clear understanding is needed to appreciate what we are
doing. This is not your fault as the media and other
political leaders often use the word equalization when
talking about the fiscal payments system. There is a
difference and I would like to explain it. 

Equalization is a constitutional obligation. It is clearly
outlined in our Constitution and would require a
constitutional amendment to change this obligation to the
province. This is a program that assists provinces and
territories to provide reasonably comparable levels of
public services at reasonably comparable levels of taxation
across the country. This payment is based on a formula
that was set many years ago and the money to the
provinces is not ear-marked for any specific spending. For
the fiscal year of 2006-2007 the equalization payments
amount to just over $11.5 billion. 

The fiscal transfer is a much more significant portion of
the monies that the Federal Government sends to the
provinces. these are the transfers that we have committed
to rebalance and that are highlighted in our 2007 budget
announcement. These transfer payments, made to
provinces, are targeted to the following: Health Care,
Post-Secondary education and Social assistance and social
services. These transfers are calculated on a per capita
basis. In the fiscal year of 2006-2007 they amounted to
just over $51 billion.  

As you can see there is a difference between fiscal
payments and equalization payments. It is the fiscal
transfers that needed to be reviewed by the federal
government and negotiated with the provinces. It was time
for us to look at redistributing federal tax dollars to ensure

provinces could pay for the important services they provide
to the public. The 2007 budget addresses this policy
initiative. This does not mean every province will be happy
with the re-balance of the monies transferred to the
province but it is the right fiscal policy for Canada.

The Business Advisory Group (a not-for-profit
organization) provides business consulting services to
small businesses in the Greater Hamilton,
Burlington, Oakville and Mississauga / Peel areas.
The Group, which was founded in 1984, is comprised
of a number of retired business people /
entrepreneurs / professionals / senior executives
with diverse business experience (sales, finance,
production, engineering and human resources) who
volunteer their time and considerable expertise to
help small businesses to grow and prosper. Since
1984 the Group has successfully assisted over 700
clients. 

The Group deals with all kinds of businesses
including service, home-based, manufacturing,
franchisees, contractors, wholesale and retail
organizations. On-going business problems,
opportunities, and succession matters are reviewed
and practical solutions are offered. Services also

include advice to new entrepreneurs, review of
business plans, financial issues and on-going
consultations with established and satisfied clients.

The Business Advisory Group’s consultation
methodology is uncomplicated, flexible, practical,
time efficient and more importantly; effective in
quickly identifying problems and finding business
solutions. A client typically attends a half-day session
at a convenient location in Hamilton, Burlington or
Oakville where three or four members of the Group
will review the client’s situation and offer some
suggestions and guidance. A written summary of the
consultation is then forwarded to the client. A
nominal fee is charged to cover the Group’s
administration expenses.

For more information or to arrange for a consultation
please call (905) 381 1999 or 1 866 663 4234 and
visit www.smallbusinessadvisory.com

Burlingtonwww.mikewallace.ca

Community Group Profile - The Business Advisory Group 

Visit Parliament Hill
this Spring
Trips to Parliament Hill are a popular and

educational event for school groups and

individuals from across Canada. Depending on

your itinerary and the calendar of the House of

Commons, your visit to Parliament Hill could

include watching Question Period from the

gallery, touring Centre Block and personally

meeting with Mike.  

Please contact our office in Ottawa to make the

necessary arrangements at (613) 995 0881. 

School groups are welcomed and encouraged!

Learn about Parliament
at www.parl.gc.ca

Check out this link for useful information and

teaching resources about the Parliament of

Canada.  Learn about the functions of the

House of Commons and Senate, Bills, and

Committee Business.  Find out about the

current Ministry, Parliamentary Secretaries and

Members of Parliament.  Access research

reports on a wide variety of issues through the

Virtual Library.  If you are planning a visit to

Ottawa, there is information available on

touring Parliament and special events held

throughout the year.

Doing Business with
the Government
Date: Thursday, June 7, 2007

Time: 9:00 am – 12:00 noon
continental breakfast provided

Location: Halton Regional Centre, 1151 Bronte
Road, Oakville, ON L6M 3L1

Seminar is FREE but pre-registration is
required.

Representatives from both the Provincial and the
Federal government will discuss their procurement
processes, sourcing methods, bid solicitations, and
evaluation and selection criteria.  Information will also
be provided on Professional Services On-line,
marketing to the government and procurement
strategies for aboriginal businesses.  A MERX
representative will give a live demonstration on how to
access sales opportunities, find competitor intelligence
and recognize government spending trends.

For more information or to pre-register, please
contact the Business Development Centre at Halton
Region at 905-825-6000 or toll free at
1-866-442-5866 Email: busdev@halton.ca Website:
www.halton.ca.

UPFRONT
with Mike Wallace, MP

Parliament Hill Office:
763 Confederation Building
House of Commons
Ottawa K1A 0A6
Tel: 613 995 0881
Fax: 613 995 1091
wallace.m@parl.gc.ca

Constituency Office:
Burlington Mall, Suite 209
777 Guelph Line
Burlington L7R 3N2
Tel: 905 639 5757
Fax: 905 639 6031
wallam1@parl.gc.caJon. W. Watson, Editor

E: Wallam0@parl.gc.ca
T: 613 995 0881
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@How long will it take to get my passport?

A new passport will take 3 months by mail.
People are advised to travel to one of our
local Passport offices (Hamilton, St.
Catharine’s or Mississauga) to speed up the
process. For an extra fee and proof of
travel your passport application can be
expedited. We have forms at the
constituency office in the Burlington Mall
and our staff are always happy to help you
fill them out and answer any questions you
may have. 

For further information, please feel free to call
the constituency office at 905-639-5757.

From Mike’s Mailbox

Q:
A:

If you belong to a local not-for-profit organization doing great things in our

community, or know of a group that you feel should be highlighted here,

please get in touch with us.

The Difference between Equalization
and the Fiscal Balance

Mike prepares to co-host a forum in Toronto
with Mayor David Miller and Minister of
Housing John Gerretson.



Recently our Government announced more than
$1.5 billion in funding for the ecoEnergy
Renewable Initiative and I would like to take a few
moments to tell you about it. There are two main
components to the initiative:

The first component, ecoEnergy for Renewable
Power, will invest $1.48 billion to boost Canada’s
supply of clean electricity from renewable sources
like wind, biomass, small hydro and ocean energy.
A ten-year incentive program will exist to fund
eligible projects to be constructed over the next
four years.

The second component, ecoEnergy for Renewable
Heat, will provide more than $35 million
incentives and industry support to increase the
adoption of clean renewable thermal technologies
for water and space heating in buildings such as
solar air and hot water heating. In addition,
projects for residential solar heating technologies
will be explored with partners such as utilities and
community organizations.

As Burlingtonians and as Canadians, each of us
faces a common challenge; high and rising energy
costs. Add to this the concern that this same
energy is affecting our health through the creation
of greenhouse gas emissions and air pollutants and
it becomes apparent that action must be taken.

On January 21st, our Government took action
committing $300 million over four years to the
ecoENERGY Efficiency Initiative.  The largest
untapped source of energy is the energy we waste.
Tapping into that wasted energy will save money
for Canadians, reduce energy-related greenhouse
gas and air emissions to improve the health of all
of us.

Under the ecoENERGY Efficiency Initiative, $160
million over four years will support the
ecoENERGY Retrofit.  This will provide an
incentive to 140,000 homeowners for
improvements that will reduce their energy use
and costs. Participating homeowners will receive a
personalized checklist of items that shows both the
best upgrades and the eligible incentive associated
with each one. The checklist is developed during a
professional evaluation by a home energy expert. 

Typical improvements to reduce your energy
consumption include insulating your home to
reduce heat loss, installing an ENERGY STAR
qualified heating system, or a high efficiency hot-
water heater. 

Evaluations to identify items for the checklist and
the post-retrofit evaluation are paid for by the
homeowner and if suggested improvements are
carried out, the homeowner will be eligible for a
grant of up to $5000. This means that government
funding for the program will be focused on those
who carry out the retrofit, and not on those who
do only the evaluation without doing the
environmentally beneficial retrofit. 

Under the previous government’s plan
approximately 50 cents of every dollar was spent
on administration and audit costs while we
continued to see our emissions rise.  This
government recognizes the real value of Canadian
tax dollars which is why 90 cents of every dollar
under ecoENERGY will directly go into the
homeowners retrofit.  This is real change for real
results.

If you have any questions, you should contact my
office at (905) 639 5757. You can also visit
www.ecoenergy.gc.ca for more information.

The ecoEnergy Initiative

Upfront with Mike
Wallace on TVCogeco! 
The third episode of our 30 minute
show, entitled "A day in the Life of
an MP" proved to be quite
popular. The episode featured
Mike in the riding, Mike in
Ottawa, Mike interviewing other
MP’s, the Chief Government Whip and members of
his hard working staff. Viewers learned about the
role of an MP and what Mike is doing for them in
Ottawa. Episode Four is in pre-production and will
feature the environment including the Royal
Botanical Gardens, the Escarpment and Burlington
Bay. Episode Five will feature the Steel Caucus. Stay
tuned and keep up to date by visiting
www.mikewallace.ca. Watch for these future
episodes on Channel 23 and feel free to contact the
producer of the show, Jon. W. Watson, if you have
comments or show ideas. Just call 613 995 0881.

23

10 Tips for
Environmentally
Friendly Living
1. Leave your car at home for short

trips: Walk or ride a bike instead. For

longer trips car pool or take the Go

Train. Take advantage of the public

transit tax credit.

2. Try organic foods (especially local)

that are pesticide-free.

3. Use less energy. Put caulking around

your windows and doors to eliminate

drafts and try leaving your curtains

open during the day for solar heat.

4. If you are buying new appliances,

look for the energy saving ones.

5. Use energy-efficient light bulbs.

6. Sort and recycle your glass, paper,

and plastic and compost your

biodegradable trash.

7. Have a shower instead of a bath. It

saves water. Try installing a more

efficient shower head.

8. Plant trees and shrubs in your

garden.

9. Look for a compact, fuel-efficient

car. Take advantage of our tax

credits. A station wagon can hold

the same number of passengers as

an SUV. Visit www.tc.gc.ca for more

information.

10.At the office, save paper by printing

on both sides. Turn off lights and

computers before going home. Last

but not least, spread the word!

Please share your thoughts and concerns with Mike on issues that are important to you.

What do you think is the most serious issue facing Canada today?

What do you think is the most serious issue facing Burlington today?

Please list your top 5 issues so that we can continue to work hard on your behalf.
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2 
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4 

5 .

Mike Wallace, MP Burlington
763 Confederation Building
House of Commons
Ottawa
K1A 0A6
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Contact Mike for inquiries
and advocacy on:

• Canada Pension Plan
• Disability Pensions

• Employment Insurance
• Employment Programs
• Government Programs
• Guaranteed Income Supplement
• Immigration

• Maternity & Parental Leave 
• Old Age Security
• Passports 
• Revenue Canada

Mike speaks outside City Hall in Burlington.
He regularly meets with City Council and
Team Burlington to keep an active and open
dialogue between the levels of Government.


